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canopy 

The canopy, which may be over 
30 m above the ground, is made 
up of the overlapping branches 
and leaves of rainforest trees. 

emergent 
layer 

The emergent layer is the name 
given to the tops of trees that 
poke up above the rainforest 
canopy. 

understory 

The understory layer is a tangle of 
shrubs, young trees, saplings, 
palms and vines. It is hot and 
damp here and the air is very still. 

deforestation 
When forests are cut down and 
the area is permanently cleared 
for another use. 

endangered 

An endangered species is a 
species which has been 
categorized as very likely to 
become extinct. 

indigenous 
Indigenous people or things 
belong to the country in which 
they are found 

biomes 

Biomes are distinct biological 
communities that have formed in 
response to a shared physical 
climate. 

temperate 
Relating to or denoting a region 
or climate characterized by mild 
temperatures. 

biodiversity 

Variety of plant and animal life in 
a particular habitat, a high level 
of which is usually considered to 
be important and desirable. 
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The reason it is called a "rain" forest is because of the 
high amount of rainfall it gets per year. Rainforests 
have an annual rainfall of at least 100 inches (254 
centimetres) and often much more  

More than 20 percent of the world oxygen is 
produced in the Amazon Rainforest.  

Rainforests cover only 6 %of the Earth's surface but 
yet they contain MORE THAN 1/2 of the world's plant 
and animal species!  

Rainforests are found on every continent across the 
Earth, except Antarctica  

Many of the things we have in our home come from 
the rainforest.  These include: medicine, chocolate, 
sugar, spices and bamboo. 

An area of a rainforest the size of a football field is 
being destroyed each second  

Green plants make their own food. They use the 
energy from the sun to make their own food. Some 
of this food is used, and some is stored in the roots, 
stems, and leaves  

Animals cannot make their own food. Animals get 
their energy and biomass by consuming (eating) 
other organisms.  

Some mammals eat meat (carnivores) while others, 
like shrews and bats, eat insects (insectivores). 
Herbivores, like cows and rabbits, feed on 
vegetation. Omnivores, like bears and rats, will eat 
both plants and meat.  
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